
 

Audition Notice 

On the Twentieth Century 

PLEASE NOTE: If you would like to be in the show in any capacity, ensemble, lead role or 
backstage/crew, please register your interest as soon as possible by emailing 

ottc@geoidsmt.co.uk 

Geoids Musical Theatre is delighted to announce the audition dates for our upcoming musical 
On the Twentieth Century on 15 July at 7:00 pm, 16 July at 10:00 am and 1:30 pm, and 18 July 
at 7:00 pm.  

About the Show 

Plot 
 
On the Twentieth Century focuses on egomaniacal producer Oscar Jaffee and his volatile 
personal and professional relationship with the arrogant film actress Lily Garland. After 
producing four flops in a row, Jaffee's theatre is being foreclosed. He then books a suite on the 
luxury train the Twentieth Century Limited, heading from Chicago to New York City with Garland 
and her new beau, narcissistic heartthrob Bruce Granit, on board, in the hope he can lure her 
back to the stage and salvage his sinking career. Garland, who abhors Jaffee, is just as 
determined to escape his charm, and a battle of wits begins. 
 
Along the way he has to contend with his bumbling sidekicks Owen and Oliver, a mysterious 
religious nut, and a constant stream of intruders who all want their plays produced. Will Jaffee 
win back Lily? Will he find a play to save his theatre? Will the team find an investor? Will Bruce 
last 16 hours with only one tin of Brilliantine? Who knows – but it sure will be one heck of a ride! 
 
Concept 
 
Set on a luxury train in the 1920s, this production will look classy and sophisticated. We are 
building a set that features two fully-furnished train cars, which move to reveal the Arc de 
Triomphe, a glamorous London apartment, and any other locations needed outside the train 
itself. Various other carriages throughout the train will be represented through a range of 
furniture and props, allowing a farcical romp through the entire Twentieth Century Limited. 
 
Register your interest in the show and book your audition space by emailing 
ottc@geoidsmt.co.uk. In order to ensure we are able to best allocate attention of the audition 
panel, please let us know your audition date preference.   
 
Performances  

25 October - 29 October 7:30pm with a matinee on Saturday 29 October at 2:30pm at the 
Bridewell Theatre.  
 



 

Pre-Audition Workshop  

An optional audition workshop will be held at Bishopsgate Institute, 230 Bishopsgate London EC2M 
4QH at 7:00pm on Thursday, 2 June.  The purpose of this workshop is to allow potential 
auditionees to meet the production team and become more familiar with both the show and the 
audition process. We will also go through the musical numbers that will be used in the initial 
audition round and a dance routine that will give you a sense of what the show’s style will be 
like. Please know that attendance is not required at the audition workshop however, it will give 
you a great opportunity to get to know the show material and ask any questions you have. 
Materials shared at the workshop will also be available upon request for those who cannot 
attend. 
 
Auditions 

There will be 4 first round auditions dates. Please note each session will START at the time listed below. 
Please therefore arrive at least 15 minutes early to register and get changed. 

1. Friday, 15 July at 7:00 pm at Bishopsgate Institute, 230 Bishopsgate London EC2M 4QH, which 
is a short walk from Liverpool Street Station. 

2. Saturday, 16 July 10:00 am (NOTE: Advanced Dance) at Bishopsgate Institute. 

3. Saturday, 16 July 1:30 pm at Bishopsgate Institute. 

4. Monday, 18 July at 7:00 pm at Bishopsgate Institute. 

YOU MUST EMAIL TO REQUEST AN AUDITION SLOT.  

Please email ottc@geoidsmt.co.uk with your first and second choice of first round 
audition. You will be assigned an individual slot for your singing audition, but please 
note that all auditions begin with a dance call, which begins at the time listed above. 
Once your slot is confirmed, you will be emailed the audition materials to prepare.  

If you are unable to make these audition dates, please contact us as we may hold one 
supplemental audition if required, however, we can give no assurances that we will be able to 
accommodate such supplemental audition.  

The initial round audition will involve a group dance audition and an individual singing audition. 
  
Each session will begin with a warm up led by the choreographer, followed by a short dance 
call, where a routine will be taught to the whole group and performed together in front of the 
panel. Please note, the show commands different levels of dance requirements from different 
cast members, and the routine will have an extended section for those who are wanting to 
display additional dance skills. Please note the 10:00 am audition slot on 16 July will 
include an extended dance audition for advanced dancers and those who would like to 
be considered for such roles are encouraged to attend this slot.   
 
The individual singing audition will be for five minutes in front of the audition panel. We will ask 
the men to prepare an extract from “I Rise Again”, and women will have the option of preparing 
extracts from “I've Got It All” OR “Repent”. The exact songs will be distributed upon audition sign 
up and will also be distributed at the audition workshop. These will be the extracts that we will 
hear in full during the audition.    



 

 
Recalls 

Recalls will be held on Sunday 24 July and will focus on principal characters.  Please note 
recalls will involve singing and script reading depending on the character. Recalls will be held at 
St Gabriel’s Hall, Pimlico, Churchill Gardens Rd, London SW1V 3AA.  PLEASE NOTE St 
Gabriel’s Hall is NOT located at St. Gabriel’s Church but a short distance away.   
 
Rehearsals 

During August, it is proposed that 2 or 3 full-cast rehearsals will be scheduled to do an initial 
read through and initial work to allow cast members to best undertake an independent 
development of characters and learning of music.  The dates of these will be determined based 
on the availability of those cast, and as such, you will be required to let us know dates you are 
unavailable in August on the audition form.  Certain rehearsals will also be held with principal 
characters during August on dates determined based on availability.   

Full cast rehearsals will be held on Friday evenings from 7:00 pm - 10:00 pm at Lillington 
Gardens Community Centre commencing 2 September.  There will be an additional rehearsal 
on a to be determined weekday with lead characters, which will be arranged based on 
schedules of relevant cast and production team members.  

There will also be weekend rehearsals on Saturdays commencing 3 September at Bishopsgate 
Institute, 230 Bishopsgate London EC2M 4QH.  

You will be required to notify us of any unavailability for Friday and weekend rehearsals on your 
audition form.  Availability for rehearsals is a key factor that will be considered by the audition 
panel. Unfortunately, if there are a number of N/As that cannot be reconciled against the 
proposed rehearsal schedule, you may be unable to be in the show.  While it is understood that 
people’s busy lives may result in certain unavailability developing after we start work on the 
show, you are required to promptly notify the production team of any changes in your 
availability.  In the event of changes in availability from what is notified on your audition form, 
your participation in the show may be revisited.  

Fees 

If you are not already a member of Geoids, there is a suggested donation of £5 to audition for 
the show. If you are successful and cast then you must become a member of Geoids, which 
will cost a further £10. You can otherwise become a full member now for a total cost of £15. 
As well as covering your insurance as a performer, this entitles you to audition for free at any 
future Geoids show within that year. 

 
Show fees for On the Twentieth Century will be £85, which helps cover production related 
costs. 
 
Rehearsal Venues 

We will generally be holding Friday rehearsals at Lillington Gardens Community Centre, Pimlico, 
which is a short walk from Pimlico Tube Station.  Saturday rehearsals will generally be held at at 
Bishopsgate Institute, 230 Bishopsgate London EC2M 4QH, which is a short walk from 
Liverpool Street Station.  



 

Required Availability  

Aside from the rehearsals previously stated, cast will be required on the below dates:  
 
Saturday 22 October (All day)  
Sunday 23 October (All day) - Get in and Technical rehearsal  
Monday 24 October from 6pm – Dress Rehearsal  
 
Cast   

The musical is unique in terms of the roles it offers for casting. The show has strong lead roles 
but relies just as much on the strength of the supporting characters and tight ensemble.   

We are also planning to extend the role of the ensemble wherever possible. Several numbers 
will be re-orchestrated to involve a larger cast, and in some cases the quartet of porters will be 
expanded to allow for (among other things) more tap dancing! 
 
All ensemble members will have a consistent character they play while on the train, as well as 
playing other roles as needed. 
 
Leading Cast 

Core Roles: 
 
Lily Garland/Mildred Plotka – an Oscar-winning film star who has reached great heights since 
Oscar Jaffee plucked her from obscurity. A total diva, she is travelling to New York with her 
current co-star and lover, Bruce Granit, to consider a return to the stage. She is spoiled, 
pampered and megalomaniacal, but under it all is intelligent and self-doubting. This is a 
challenging role, which will require a very accomplished soprano with excellent comedic timing. 
 
Oscar Jaffee – a bankrupt theatre producer who is nevertheless an eternal optimist with an ego 
only matched by his former star and flame, Lily Garland. He is flamboyant, ruthless, 
megalomaniacal, and indomitable in the face of danger. Baritone. 
 
Bruce Granit – a young movie leading man, in the vein of Errol Flynn. A vain, silly, egotistical 
stud. Tenor. 
 
Oliver Webb – Oscar's company manager. Ulcerous, worried and fed up, he is trying to bring a 
note of sanity to the surrounding madness. Baritone. 
 
Owen O'Malley – Oscar's press agent. A boozer, sardonic and self-satirical. He and Oliver are 
Oscar's two loyal henchmen. 
 
Letitia Peabody Primrose – middle-aged to oldish lady who presents a picture of easy breeding, 
wealth, and religious fervour. Really a genuine nut on the loose! Mezzo-soprano. 
 
Max Jacobs – a self-important young producer. Successful, intense and confident. May also be 
in the ensemble during Act 1. Spoken role with featured singing. 
 



 

The following roles will be played by members of the ensemble: 
Lead Conductor 
Congressman Grover Lockwood 
Dr Johnson 
Agnes (Lily's maid) 
Imelda Thornton – a glamorous, imperious, fur-bedecked stage actress 
Emily (Lockwood's secretary) 
Porters 
Other conductors, actors, train passengers, party guests, etc. 
 

Production Team 

Matt Bentley – Director  
 
Matt originally hails from Wellington, New Zealand, but has been living in London for 2 years 
and has no plans to leave. He has just finished directing Reefer Madness for Sedos, his second 
show at the Bridewell following Serial Killers in 2015. Other previous directorial efforts have 
included tick, tick... BOOM!, Curtains, By Jeeves, The Cat's Meow, The Breakfast Club, Hot 
Toxic Love, Saucy Jack and The Space Vixens, and Plaza Suite. He also ventures onto the 
stage every now and then, having recently played Hal in Proof, Lewis in Cosi, Silvius in As You 
Like It, and R F Simpson in Singin in the Rain. Matt has a BA in Theatre (as well as a law 
degree) and by day he is Chief of Staff at a small charity based in Victoria. 
 
Jerome van den Berghe – Musical Director  
 
Jerome graduated with a BMus (Hons) in Music and Sound Recording from the University of 
Surrey and has an MA in Musical Theatre Creative Practice from Arts Educational Schools 
London. 
 
Musical Direction credits include: 42nd Street (Geoids), Mamma Mia (Allure of the Seas; 
LittleStar Services and Royal Caribbean Production), Tell Me On A Sunday (Allure of the Seas; 
SilverBlue Entertainment), The Memory Show (Drayton Arms, London), The Snow Queen 
(Nuffield Theatre, Southampton), The Snow Gorilla (Rose Theatre, Kingston), The Mikado 
(Tabard Theatre), Spring Awakening; Lucky Stiff and Zombie Prom (Renegade Theatre 
Company), Into The Woods (University of Cumbria), Fame (Amersham and Wycombe College) 
and Loserville (Liverpool Theatre School) 
 
As Assistant Musical Director: Calamity Jane (UK Tour), GSA 3rd year MT showcase 2014 
(Criterion Theatre), Back to Before; The Music Man and Evita (Arts Ed), Cinderella: Boom or 
Bust (Theatre Royal, Drury Lane), The Busker’s Opera (Workshop) and Sweet Charity 
(American Musical Theatre Academy). 
 
As Orchestrator: GSA 3rd year MT showcase 2014 (Criterion Theatre), Cinderella: Boom or Bust 
(Theatre Royal, Drury Lane), The Mikado (Tabard Theatre) and Part A (VF Theatre) 
 
Nichola Welch – Choreographer  
 
Dancing since the age of 2, Nichola is trained to Advanced II level in Tap, Modern, Jazz and 
Ballet in ISTD (Imperial Society of the Teachers of Dance) syllabus. She became a fully 



 

qualified Tap Dancing teacher at the age of 18 and ran a dance school for children aged 
between 4 and 12 while studying at Warwick University.  
 
Choreography credits include:  
42nd Street (Bridewell Theatre), Oklahoma! (Steiner Theatre), The Fix (Winterflood Theatre), 
How to Succeed in Business Without Really Trying (Bridewell Theatre), Cinderella: A Panto in 
48hrs and Beauty and the Beast: A Panto in 48hrs (LOST Theatre), Anything Goes (King 
Edward VI School).  
 
Performance credits include:  
Hair (Ronny), Thoroughly Modern Millie (Dancer), Mirage Show Productions (Company 
Manager, Dancer and Female Vocalist), Disneyland Paris (Parade Dancer), She Loves Me 
(Amalia), 42nd Street  (Peggy Sawyer and Andy), Guys and Dolls (Hot Box Dancer), Lust: The  
Musical (Margery Pinchwife), The Wild Party (Muse Dancer), High Society (Dance Captain) and 
Moby Dick The Musical (Dance Captain). 
 
Blake Klein – Producer  
 
Blake has produced, designed and directed shows that include Sunset Boulevard (Bridewell 
Theatre, Producer), 42nd Street (Bridewell, Technical Producer), Americana (Bridewell, 
Producer), Reefer Madness (Bridewell, Assistant Producer) Sweet Charity (Cockpit, Producer), 
Cabaret (Creative Producer, Set and Lighting Design), 1776 (Creative Producer, Set and 
Lighting Design), Jesus Christ Superstar (Creative Producer, Set and Lighting Design), Guys 
and Dolls (Set and Lighting Design) and Steel Magnolias (Director/Creative Producer).    
 
Roberta Volpe - Set Designer and Scenic Artist 
 
Roberta is a graduate of Brera Academy of Fine Arts (Set Design) and interned for La Scala in 
Milan. Roberta has worked as a set designer for a large number of international productions, 
ranging from 2011 Amazonas Opera Festival, Brazil, with Suor Angelica; in Italy Siddhartha the 
Musical and in London she has designed Henry V, Private Lives, Are you Awake, Mental Play 
and Sunset Boulevard. www.robertavolpe.com 
 
John Winters – Production Consultant 
 
John is an avid set designer, with a strong focus on mechanisms and theatrical engineering in 
his past work. Previous set designs include, Sunset Boulevard, The Producers, Noises Off, 
Guys and Dolls, Sweet Charity, Return to the Forbidden Planet, The Boyfriend, TEDx and more. 
As well as acting as a staging consultant for a variety of productions such as The Tempest, 
Road, Enron, Parade and more, and producing Earthquakes In London. As a day job John is a 
freelance project manager for theatre redevelopment, and completing a PhD in applied physics 
at Imperial College London.  
 
Lemington Ridley – Costume Design 
 
Lemington began his careers in dance and fashion in New York City. While dancing 
professionally, he also worked as evening and bridalwear designer. He as been a featured 
designer during New York Fashion Week and his work has been featured in Woman Wear Daily 
and Vogue.  Designing for stage and screen, he now uses his knowledge of dance movement 
and haute couture to create costumes for ballroom and Latin dancers, and is returning to his 
love of costuming for theatre.   



 

 
For further information and to register your interest and preferred audition date please email: 
ottc@geoidsmt.co.uk 
 
You can also find us in the following places:  

Online: www.geoidsmt.co.uk   

Facebook: www.facebook.com/geoids  

Twitter: @GeoidsMusicalT 

 

 

 


